production and consumption has not
eeved tedeimpar  Aeeven &
10yeasdte Eath Summit at Rio.
adion pln 1o adhieve susiaineble produdion
and consumption remains under the domination
dfdeveloped countri es. Trssieignnaggive
impact on the developing countiies. As a resuk, the
governments in such developing countries are
hesiaing © press for efedhve poky nisves an
susiainble producion and consumpion. Hence, lie
progress is being made on Chapter 4 of Agenda 21
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(CSD)and Organisationfor Economic Cooperationand ims dthe .
Development (OECD) define sustainability as earth and the [:I]I'lSI,II‘I‘Il]tII]I'l
transition of ervionmental dgedives inb econonic ims o rawd
decsorimekdg Lile arnoatenionispeoed onte resourceuse.  Theefet
social aspects of sustainable production and may be that, although
consumpiion policy. ‘monetarypove  rty seesed
If there is no sodial cohesion in sustainable oo ove rt ywlinesse,
consumpiion policy, f Cl:zgze) consumplion policy due o inequieble distbution of
in developed countries does nat mesh with the needs rerd  resoucss.  Thiswl meentat
of developing countries, if there is a discrepancy mary poor courties, evenwhen they are
between the aims of sustainalde consumption and the faced with more economic growth, wil be
mears 1 reach thet obedive then it is better © incapable of developing a reasonale standard
Market based economic : : the ecdogcd imeios
stumens can pey a 16 Sustomob[e Production A bossble way as
making the business sedor more Consumption-the global RISt Lz ]
et How eve, such might be a transiion from the
nsiumens aomewl natbe abe present high input (in terms of
to curb the excessive use of reiLrE resoucesyhich ouput (0
natural resources. Even worse, ferms of prosperity) consumption
taesankte soredars to low inputhigh output
perttirly tepa, ntest consumpiion patterns. Howewe r,
these economic instumernts. the question remains whether
Mary fed emnelicency sthe such a input-output model is
most bbgcal instument o atiain feasbe  Edrcay.
sustainable production and Fute, tead ancementof
consumption. One advantage is waoid trade wihout incoporating
that ‘ecoeficency s an Susianable consumpiion paloy n
instument that is  non both developed and developing
corroversalandpopuannihioath countries can never create a
business and consumers. siugtion in which a respedable
Howewe, te Hnda et sendad ofMg for 10 pege
s whether ‘ecodfidency/ can o save e nesd © can be guaranteed.
recLioe the Use of naiLr al resouross. Treiedlystet A polcy aimed at sustainable consumption should
eco-eficency polcy has so far only led to more be developed m U d&. Itshoud ensure thet
ey but dgaopororely hoghuse dretra I sustainable consumption polides in bath developed
resouces o arine nind =il aounties and dev eloping countries are mutualy support ive.

Although the present industrialisation and
globalisation has led to more economic growth and
prosperi  ty,retposer atev alHi
o . I X .

The conoept of econamic gowth is unsusianbie in
the long run when one acoepis the undenigble relly

bued The
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In ader © meke this heppen, aher polides iz
€conamic instr uments, moneary pdy, EdndogE
pdy, etc are requed o be redesgred nsucha
weythattheybecomeconssieniwinpaidesioensure
humanneeds are metinthe most opimalway usinga
minimum amount of natLiral resources.
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Production

beverages. Theyponedouttetamer
and Iouor bottes are being reused and recyded by
thebeverage companiesinan

efot o reduce costs. —
According to a study on

ecently, the diass indusry has
demandedabanontheuseofsecond
hand battles by manufacturers of alcoholic

e

—

%
recyded glass bottes, 83 (HECYCL]HG |

percertofbeer botles ad 36
ppat o o ks e |

aereused L_

Counteting this,  the T =

Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage
Companies (CIABC) has said
that recyding of botes
prevents environmental

approach. CIABCinformedithat 2 T“:_____
siate-ofthe-art methods are
used for washing and deaning the bottles to ensure
hygene and deaniness.

The govemment of India. stipulates thet refumable

botis et are recyded heve 0 be repaced wirin sk

yeas. Theaownm & ary irformaionregardngthedaie

ofmanuladure.

(BS BoL®)

gt By e akdn  wht te we o hand

chemicals and pestiddes spiicartly contbues

towadsimpov  ematdtesdhegh Trenrnw ad
impove te vl kvel. Tunngagaencasohepsioreduee

Lt oot thus boosing the ok mergn
auivation has been recognised o become an importart
Sysem o promote susianable food producion.

Accodng bindngs ofainden siudyieem, agarc
faming of coconuis coud be avieke qpin as there s

Thus organic

enough waste biomass available in coconut fams to

dseagaThmy

Coconut Development Board, the nodal agency to

promate the coconutindustty in India, hes already drann
Up edersve gudenes on agarc sysem of aulivelion.

The guideines am © hep in consenvation of sol and
wae, D promote the proper use and care of va

rious

resouoss ke w &, 0 hep maniain and impove te

brgem iy ofte sdadl o e e te bl of
pdn

e hHs  GeneficEngneeringAppovel

wes thinking onwhether or natio aloiwcommercal
cuiivaion of genetically ootton, the European Union
releasedasiudy confmingfearsthat (GM) agpsposean
enMonmentdl ik

(ET, BOL®)

Commitee

The study published by the European Environment

Agency saesthat geneswlineviably escape fom GM
addiigwdpasbeddm
Thisconfmsenvionmeniaissworstiearsandwould
make it dificult for the goverment to approve the
commerd panting of GM aops inBriain

(TO, 2608@)

anyo Electric daim that they have developed a
washing machine that could clean clothes with
elediolysadwaierinsiead of soep.

The ASW-ZRmachine canbe usedforwashing dothes
wihouwihoutuse dideergertfar becsupbdig The
mecherdiesoneediodesonelherscedfhedumio
pumpouicktymeansaieledidlyss Oheropionsalow
consumers to use soaps.

This announcement led o the corfict between Sarnyo
Electric and Japan Soap and Detergent Association
(JSDA). JSDA bought several ASW-ZR machines and ran
fests on a range o gamenis. Afier two months of near-
consiant weshing, they conduded, in a press conference
that ASWAZR nat only faled 1o remove heawy siains but
absofaded carein adours and stetched faics,

Sanyodsag reewith JSSDA 'sidgsbubesofa r
refused 10 adopt the assoadaion's tesing methods thet
degya/fankson

T, 1801®)

ndan agicuiure has formaly entered the transgenic

era, withthe Genetic Engineering Approval Commitee
(GEAC) granting the approval for the commercial
namely Mech 12, Mech 162 and Mech 184. These are
being manufactured by Mahyco in collaboration with
Monsanto.

The approval has been gr aned fortreey ears

Sarting fiom Aprl 2002 wih the rider thet the seed
company must ensure refuges between Bt cotton fields
asabar  BopdabwsD norHr ansgenic crops. The
onus of ensuring compliance Wil rest with the siaie
govemments and local bodies. Mahyco will have to

report periodicaly o the GEAC.
(TH, 270302 & ET, 2706)

oshiba Corp. and Matsushia Bedrc hdere Co.

have recently
introduced hydrocarbon
(HC) based refigeraiors
maknglhemogessn
efotstomoveanayfrom
chiorofuorocarbon(CFC)
and hydro-fluorocarbon
(HFC) based appliances.

The use of CFCs, a
known ozone depleting
Ubsanee asieigeants
forefiganswesahosedin
Japan in 1995. Qurreny, HFCs ——
are being used as an dlemaive —
0 CFGs inte podudion o iEfigeaios
But HFCs are also said to cause gobal warming.

(T, 19B®@)

nnouncement by the US President to subsidise US
automakers’ efforts to develop envionmentally
fierdyielodlponeredvehidesprovidedalighoost
ohem
Fuel ceks are regarded as the ulimete in
dean car echnaogy but they are sl nat

recly sty aeperhe emﬂ"em& o1 /2002
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he Irish govemment has recently approved green

energy proects Wo rth 400mn euro ($346mn). This
woud sgniicanty  out greenhouse gas missions whie
providing eledtialy for 250000 homes.

Thenewprgeds resulingfomacompeiive biddng
process under idand's Aardre Energy Requirement

Programme, will use wind, hydro and biomass

technaoges o gener dgeen viamereyf iendly energy,
the govemment said.

Aroundseven  paoericheads earidy 5 aml
gener aedfiomrenew able souces.  Thebesnv esmernt,
backed by the govemment, would double the amount of
ey ated fomrenew able energy sources. The
liest proeds woud pevert 1.5mn iones of poluing
greenhouse gas emissions, and aut Ireland refance on
imparediossifueshymorethentaomiion baneisof
d ayea.

(Reuters, 060202)
rew study, “Understanding Beve rage Container
Reqydg AValue Chain Assessment” Sggesstet

United States could double the recyding of beverage
ooraneswhesa ving money. Beverageindery
Coca:Cola sponsored and particpeted in the study along
with Waste Management Inc. and other industry
sekehoders.

“Theseindngshavethepoertaibhreekinehsoric
impasse between envionmentalists and the beverage
sty on bate bis' sad Bl Sheehen of he Giass
Roots Recycling Network (GRRN), which worked
alongside beverage industry and government
represeniativesonthe Mul-SiakeholderRecovery Proect
(MSRP)thatcar iedouthesidy.
|rn  systemsdo notteke us to GRRN's gddzen
w aste immediately, tey aeseteif o ueta
encourages producers to move to more sustainable
beverage container design and management systems,
such as the use of reflable bottes and recydable
meteriaks.

[s20c

(ENS, 170102)

mara Raja Batieries Limited (ARBL) pans o focus

on two new growth engines-UPS battery segment
and exports. ARBL is planning to launch an upgraded
battery range called
Kombat. ARBL is also
looking at export markets
and has already started
exporting to various
countries including the
UK, Japan, Afica, Midde
East and Indonesia.

Growthofbatteriesis
largely ~ driven by
infrastructure sectors
such as telecom and
railwvays. ARBL Executive Director said a
slowdown in basic telephone services in the
lstiwoyearshaslediothe shinking ofthe
market for telecom batteries.

(FE 1901.2)

/2002

he Codex Inergove rnmental Task
Force on Foods Derived from
Biotechnology hesrecertlyoondLdedthatal 3
foods that are being made using biotechnology
should be subject to pre-marketing safety
assessments and nations should be free to use
tracing systems as part of their risk management
procedures for such products.
When foods are genetically engineered, genes from
bediia, iuses, aher panis or animeks are insered
into crops like com, soybeans, polatoes, tomatoes,
squash, and papayas to achieve more favorable
i ioheryetd festerrpening pest
contrd, or herbidde tolerance.
ThetaskioroewdooninuedMarch2003indevelop
guidelines for risk assessment of GM foods onginating
from microorganisms. Thefrlwo  rkwi be submited
to the Codex Alimentarius Commission during July
2003 at Rome for adoption. (ENS, 12.0302)

Production

Ecofriendly India

Eco-Friendly Bamboo Composite Laminates
The Kolkata based Emmbee Forest Products Pvt. Ltd.
in a joint collaboration with the Technology Information
Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC) has
planned to produce 1600 cubic metres of bamboo
composite laminates by December 2002. EFP
Chairman, said that bamboo composite laminates are
eco friendly. It can be used as furniture material and as
building material in place of timber thus reducing felling
of trees. The laminates would be moulded with
innovative resin system for reduced energy
requirement.

(FE, 28.01.02)

Eco-Friendly Holi
The Institute of Natural & Modern Cosmetech,
Faridadbad has developed completely natural and eco-
friendly herbal colours for playing holi (colour festival of
India). According to the institute, unlike toxic chemical
colour and dyes, these colours developed from natural
products are soft and completely safe to use.

(BS, 25.03.02)

Eco-friendly Lipstick and Herbal Soft Drink
Lucknow based National Botanical Research Institute
(NBRI) has developed ‘Luvstic’, a herbal, safe and Eco-
friendly lipstick. Interestingly, men too can use it as it
provides transparent composition containing essential
oil and aroma isolates. Aroma serves as an anti-
depressant, anti-stress and anxiety-reducing agent.

Besides lipstick, NBRI has also developed a herbal
soft drink that contains a combination of five-six
indigenous medicinal plants. The drink is stated to be
non-toxic and has no alcohol, cocoa or cola nut.

(BL, 05.01.02)

Eco-friendly plywood
The Mangalore-based B.A. Group has launched its eco-
friendly brand of plywood products in Kerela. Joint
Managing director, informed that the plywood
manufactured using Silver Oak timber is a durable,
hardwood and plantation species that is sourced from
sustainably managed plantations.

(BL, 27.02.02)




lecronics gant Hiechi Lid. is
pepaingbimpoeimisdiisoan
on emissions of carbon dioxde (CO2) at its

emissions rights. Naiormide, about 100 faciiies
bebrgngiotheHiadhigoupwibe alecedbythenew
sysemwhichsiobeintroduoedin A 2004
Under the new system, plants that Siay within their

Hec H o it oduce CO ,Tradng

ThreattoCarbonEmission Ta ges

ambridge Econometrics (CE), the privately owned
chesper househad elediidly poses serious threst o UK
govemment target to reduce carbon emissions. UK
househod eledtidly prioes hed falen by 28 percertin
redl ierms snoe 1990,

CE pointed out the need for introduction of new

messUrEs D atiain reducion target for cabon doxde.

limits can sell offexcess CO2 emissions alowances o Carbonemissonsfrompowersiationsfelby235percert
plnis thet are having trouble hiing therr emissions between 1990 and 2000 as generators switched from
trges. Hadispaswir ade emissions r gk coal to cheaper, deaner reiural ges. This trend had

through a special inhouse fund, called the energy-

reversed, saidtheforecasters, whonowexpeded carbon
emissons from power stations 1 rise by 89 percent

targets wil receive money from the fund, whie those between 2000 and 2010.
mssgthertageswihavebpay. FT, ox®@
(AS 170102)
Compensation for Absorbing CO , Emissions
Greenhouse Gas Market Working alaysia Wl look ino the posshity of seeking
coodngbarew report  reeesedbytePew Centre compensation filom industilised cournties for is
on Global Cimate Change, the giobal trading market role in absorbing hamful carbon diaxide emissions and
i ngreenhouse gases s agmented and mastly v duriry, other greenhouse gases (GHG).
but it has produced 65 “significant transactions” PimatyindustiesMinseragued tetforhe pest20
encompassing 50 and 70m tonnes of carbon dioxide yeas, Mdayds rara |foest has been absobing the
emissions since 199%. gases generaied by the developed countries. Malaysais
The repatt sad the progpedss for a welundioning 62 peroent covered by natLral forest and together wih
GHG market had greaty improved snce bsty e’'s plriedareassuchasaipeimandiubbertheitalcovered
agreement on intemational dimate change despite the areacomesto 74 percent.
absenceofUS,  tewo rl delgetamie. Emission trading is economically eficent because
(FT, 2@ emitters have the choice of making the reduction
themselves or paying someone else who might beinthe
Shamp Rise In Greenhouse Gas Emissions posiion 1 reduce the same quantly of emisson at a
he Seie ofhe En vionment Survey, coducedeve ry  low ercesadPr mary rderesMrse.
fiveyeas, tesf oudoutatA wa liasgreenhouse (BTM, 2602(2)
gesemissons, aleady among the highestinthewaridon
a per capia bass, rose by nearly 169 percert betneen 729Buidings EamEnergy StarLabel
1990 and 1998. he US. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
nomedthathemostenergyelidtentudngsinte
nation use about 40 percert less energy than average
butings

E PA recently announced the 729 top energy
performing buidings in Ameica, which have eamed the
E PAs Enegy Sar) Bbel These b  udngshave saved
$134mninenergy costsand emited 1.9bnfewer pounds
of carbon dioide, the chief global warming gass, then
average buidings.

Energy Star is a voluntary partnership between
business, govermment and athers unied t protect the
envionmentbyadopingenergy eficentpractioes. Last
year, Energy Star helped b usinesses and consumers

The report compiled by a committee of leading
tetivevaiensaveracadmeniswoudaseseobett

fadnkigwihnte rexy ears because of saniy. save more than $5bn in energy costs while reducing
The rgpat s kely D inoease pessure an Ausisa © global warming emissions equivalent to taking 10mn
sSgnKy  doPood casofherced
Fr2ome ) (ENS, 21.0302)
W W FWamsofMassExincionb y2100 DVCDualFuelOptionP ~ owerPlant
coodng & Word Wide Fund for Netre repart f he Damodar Va |leyCorporan@  VC) has decided

greenhouse gas emissions continue to climb,
ecosystemswithinacenturymayrecedeatspeedsgreater

to set up the country ’s first 1000-MW pow &
generaiing plant at Bokaro with dual fuel option of ges

thenlkmayesr, rasngthedrancedfmasse dorsd and coal.
pantand animal speces. D VC has signed an iniial expression of interest
The reportfound thet some of the highest “ecosystemn (Eol) with the Oil and Natural Gas Commission

migration” rates would be seen in Russia, Canada and
souhnesemAusiaia whie 19042 parcertofte eco-

regonstargeted couidbemo Vo  giy, dae xceeding
1000meterspery esracenury fomnow.

(ONGC) to source coal bed methane (CBM) gas
pieishd. The power pantwlbe
equipped to switch over to coal fired

boiers when required.
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Effect of Climate Change

Climate Threat to Australian Rainforests

A new review of literature on the impact of climate change
on the Australian environment warns that up to half of
Australia’s tropical rainforests could be threatened if global
temperatures lift by an average of 1 degree Celsius. It
says that three of the island continent's World Heritage
areas could be significantly damaged by even low-level
warming. (CNN, 04.02.02)

Climate Change Could Change Forests

The composition of forests and other plant communities
will change as a result of global warming, argues new
research published in the journal “Ecology.” Using
fossilised lake sediments, scientists have been able to
match up the assemblages of trees that were present
during a variety of climatic periods.

(ENS, 13.02.02)

Warming Climate may Increase California Floods

A new study finds that climate warming over the next century
could bring wetter winters and drier growing seasons to
California. The research suggests that warming
temperatures could bring increased winter flooding as a
result of increased stream flow throughout California, but
less water would be available during the summer months.
This is because global warming will reduce the number
of freezing days in the season, increase early melt, and
decrease the seasonal snow storage.

(ENS, 18.01.02)

Global Warming Hits Species All Over World-Study

Scientists have opined that with the world’s mean
temperature increasing by around 0.6 degrees in the 20th
century its impact is already being felt by flora and fauna
from the equator to the poles. World’s coral reefs, one of
the most dramatic barometers of climate change have
been devastated by ‘coral bleaching’, a direct result of
warmer ocean water. Meanwhile in Europe, trees have
started to show their autumn colour between 0.3 and 1.6
days later per decade, while some migrating birds are
changing their travel plans. (NZH, 28.03.02)

Climate Change Spreads Drought Across Australia

Scientists with the Commonwealth Scientific, Industrial
and Research Organisation (CSIRO) are investigating the
possibility that a climate shift has brought a long-term
decline in rainfall over the southwestern region of Western
Australia. The average rainfall has become 20 percent
lower than the norm for the first half of the 20th century.
(ENS, 14.03.02)

Climate Change Threatens Global Biodiversity

Two new reports by National Wildlife Federation (NWF) in
U.S. and World Wildlife Fund (WWF) internationally,
concludes that global warming threatens the world’s most
biologically diverse natural areas. WWF report concludes
that one-fifth of the world’s most vulnerable natural areas
may be facing a “catastrophic” loss of species. NWF
report states that global warming will likely mean
growing threats to U.S. wildlife, more trouble with
invasive  species, and significant
environmental changes.

Consumer
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(ENS, 07.02.02)

Kyoto Update

The Kyoto Protocol will be presented to the
Jordon Prime Ministry in the next few days for
ratification, Minister of Municipal, Rural Affairs and
the Environment informed. (JT, 16.01.02)

The Spanish government recently
took the first step to ratify the Kyoto
Protocol on global warming by
handing it over to parliament for its
approval.

(Xinhua.net, 02.02.02)

On March 20, 2002, the Slovak parliament ratified the Kyoto
protocol on reducing carbon dioxide emissions responsible
for climate change. (BBC MS, 20.03.02)

Germany, France and Belgium called on the United States to
change its mind and ratify the Kyoto accord on fighting global
warming. The EU plans to formally ratify the treaty by June 1.

(TOI, 24.03.02)

India is likely to ratify the Kyoto Protocol before October this
year, according to official sources.
(ET, 15.03.02)

Brazilian President Cardoso will sign an official
memorandum sending the Kyoto Protocol on global
warming to the National Congress for ratification, the
Environment Ministry informed.

(KN, 12.03.02)

Uganda is to ratify the Kyoto Protocol in a bid to conserve
the environment and attract investment for tree planting
projects.

(NVK, 04.03.02)

With launch of the “Kyoto Protocol Task Force”, the Korean
government has informed that it will step up efforts to ratify
the Kyoto global warming accord in the first half of this year.

(KD, 06.03.02)

Italy’s cabinet has passed a draft law to ratify the Kyoto
climate change agreement.

Alternate to Kyoto

Seoul Welcomes the new climate change policy adopted
by US. (KD, 19.02.02)

(Reuters, 18.02.02)

Australia backs U.S. Climate plan to combat climate
change.
(ABCN, 15.02.02)

Moscow welcomes the steps taken by the USA to find
solutions to the problem of greenhouse gases emission,
the Russian Foreign Ministry informed.

(BBC/ITAR-TASS NA, 20.02.02)

Switzerland has greeted with skepticism new proposals
by Bush to tackle global warming. It opined that the plan
proposes only voluntary measures to reduce Greenhouse
gas emissions.

(BBC MS, 17.02.02)



sha Chandrashekharan, Director of
Ozone Cell speaking at a meeting
ofindustrialists, convenedby AndhraPradesh
P ollution Control Board (APPCB), stated thatthe
Ozone Cell of the Union Ministry of Environment
and Forests, Indiawil launch a campaign against the
use of ozone depleting substances (ODS) and create
an awareness among people of the need to adopt CFC
feedamaives. (BL 040102)

anada’s suesshpoedgteazaehyer shad
be used as a model to reduce greenhouse gas
EMSSoNS, aNewrepot says.
Gery SootdedrdteDavdSmiF
Climate Change campeign said that by
protocdl and then adopiing laws, sendards and poloes
simiar o thase used 1o respond 10 ozone depletion,
Caredh can meet is inemational dligations on dmeie
change.
Athoughthe Ky oo Proiood was negoliied in 1997,
Otana hes any recenty saried © ke sTel Seps
Ul is inemational commiment o reduce geenhouse
ges emissons. At the same time, resistance fom some
provincial govemments and industries continues to
tesentekdr aendteKy dopooxdbyte
federal govemment
Acondngo SaothepoedondteEart Psazone
layer proves that Canadians are capable of summoning
the wisdom necessary 1o protect the planet for fuure
generations and Canada now must apply thet wisdom
chelenge the dimete change. (DSN,2301.02)

ounckation's
rafingheKydo

ansai Recyde System Cop., based in Hirakata,

OsakaPeieaLieadmiedihatheylegelrekesd
into the atmasphere 300 kg of chiorofluorocarbon gas
soednusedarcordionesand e g aos. Trefm
was esiablished in Aprl by Shap Corp,, Mitsubishi
Meaterial Corp.and otherhome applance makersin Japan
Dotk ar codiores, liggans, eedrs ad
washing machines.

@r, oL

he Euroean Unionw damp down on azone poluion

which is the main component of smog. Smog can be
kethel to severe asthma suferers under new ruies pessed
by the Europe an Pa rmet The EU assembl yformely
adopedalanwhichwilrequirecouniesioensureazone
levels do nat exceed World Health Organisation (WHO)
sandards more than 25 imes ay eex..

A 1801®)

s pr ime minister, Tony Bar, ordered an
invesigeioninbwhetis being desabed asamu

milon pound fesoo caused by minser fling o prepare
the country 1 comply with new EC reguiiations on the
digoosd of domesic fickes.

From 1 Januery 2002, under EC reguiaion No 2037/
2000 on substances that deplete the oz aehye rte
requirement to remove CFCs was extended to include
CFCsinthe insuiaing foem of al reduncent refigeraion
equpmert, aswel aslouid CFCs.

(Edeienet 250102)

mHs tid bget  dugmake Cpbsdossiocopeig
the dinicdl ties on a chiordluorocabons (CFCHee
rreafor ashma petients. Tretesaetldgbein
Germany.
Inhalers deliver a variety of asthma drugs like
sabutamoal, fluticasone, budesonide, bedomethasoneetc.
Cipla has been marketing CFC-free salbutamol and
bedusonide inheker for couple of years.
CFCs are used as propellants in asthma inhalers
aedling the e oay tet s bieshed in Arelyss sad
moast countries in Europe had recommended for CFCHree
heker o prevert azone depeion.
(ET, 15010)

eXs

cooding b anew theory preseniedatsw
meeting of the American Astronomical Socety in

Washington DC, an ancient supernova may have
triggered an ecological
catastrophe: by destroying
partdeart Hs poedve
ozone layer about two
miion years ago.

A sielar duster wih
many large, short lived
stars prone to producing
supernovae passed near
Eart Hs solar system
several milion years ago
andthe cosmicray emitied
fromsupemovacould have
had a devastaing effects
onteEart HhHsazoehye r
of the atmosphere that
absarts hamiul ulravolet
emissions from the sun.
This would have produced
a sgniicant reducion in
phytoplankton abundance and biomass, with
detimental eflects on ather marine populaions, sad
NaraisoBenitez, anassodateresearchsaentistofJohn
Hopkins Univ  edy.

Benitez emphadised on the consistency of theory
wih the fossl evdence and also wih the pattem of
m ovementdithesardusier, whichwouidhave
dosestioEart hisattetime.

beenis

(ENS, 0801.02)

decade long study on Califomian chidren has
producedthestrongestevidencetodatethatozone,
iNsmog, can cause asthmain chidren.

The study caried out by the Universiy of Southem
Califomia, concludes that children who compete in
sposncommuniieswihmore heavly poluiedarrare
more likely to be diagnosed with asthma than ather
dhiden

Although asthma is the most common chronic
disease of childhood and the disease has been
becoming more common for several decades, this is
tefitsudyoe xamine athletic actvity, air
pollution and the development of new onset
asthma.

Alhletes get a higher dose of poluiaris
1 the lung, because they must breathe
fastanddeep. (ENS, 01.0202)
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Electricity From Mud Microbes
ertain microorganisms can transform organic
matter found at the bottom of the ocean into

eedar  ical energy, researchers at the Univ

Massachusetts have leamed. According to them the

microbes could someday be used to produce power for

unmanned submarines or underwater sensing device.
After thorough experiments the UMass group found
that a family of energy harvesting micro-organisms,

caled Geobacerswerekeytoproduceelecticalcument

by usng toxc porganic compounds. Soitwd be helpful

to use Geobacters to clean up wastewater and

contaminants from petroleum.

Mostlieforms getther energy by oxdsing oganc
compounds with oxygen, but Geobacters can grow and
can produce electrical energy by using iron in sl
nseaddfo xygen. Theresdingekdricd anertwas
strong enough o adiv aeab ub oracomputer.
(ENS, 1801.02)

Ener gyi om Wind

ooodingoEarh PooysiLieEP)herehesbeen

a 31 percert inoeese in the gobal insialed wind
energy capacty during 2001

In 2001, Germany was the world leader in wind
energy, wih a capacty of 8000 MW, US was second
with 4150 MW fo  |low ed by Spain with 3300 MW. ith
was in the fith
posiion with an
insieled capedly of
1349 MW.

ThersiLisess
that low  cost
brings the opiion of
electrolyzing water
foproduce hydrogen,
which can easiy be
used to fuel gasHired turbines when wind power ebls.

This hydrogen is the leading candidate o replace
natura gas in gasdred power planis as gas resenves
are depeied. Aready, tresaeanbuseh
fuel in specially-designed vehicles which would be
tenaivelyinthe marketby 2003,

ydrogen as

(CUTS Inierel Fie)

Fuelir omHazar dous Wastes
he US. Envionmental Protection agency (EPAB
proposing to allow certain hazardous waste
meterialstobebumedinspedalponergeneraingpart.
The proposal would exempt some byproducts of
waste regulations such as the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (RCRA).
The materials would be processed along with foss
fuels suchas coal, petroleum, coke and even municipal
soid waste and sewage sludge called gasiication
produce syrinefc uoge, comparable o reiurd ges.
According 1o the Agency the gasification proposal
will promote increased energy efficiency while
reducing  the volume of hazardous waste that would
ahewise betreaied and dispased ofonland. itwd
also conserve natural resources by
Supplemening aude ol soures in eediidly
manufaciurng.

/2002

(ENS, 260302)

Biodieselto Fue! Buffalo Buses
he Buffalo Niagara region of New
Yok Saes about b be fuged wih
biodiesel to supplement the conventional 7
diesel fuel for bus transpart and home heating.
Biodiesel is a renewable, biodegradable fuel that
can substitute for petroleum diesel or be blended
vih t
Speaking at the Renewable Diesel Workshop 2002,
the Presdent of New Yo rk State Energy Research and
Development Authority (NYSERDA) announced a
$320,000 award to the NOCO Energy Corporation for
two projects to develop and use biodiesel fuel in
tansport  sedr.

Issues

(ENS, 180302)

Biomass and Methane Contractsin USA
he U.S Department of Energy (DOE) has announced
that five energy service companies have been
selectediousebiomassandalemativemethaneenergy
sources o reduce energy use, manage utiity costs and
promote renew able eeyaf  ederalfaks.
companieswil develop, finance andimplement projects
that guaraniee energy related cost savings at federal
Biomass includes dedicated energy crops and
rees, agriouitLral qopresiies, aguatic plants, woods
and wood residues, animal wastes and other organic
westes. Alemaiive methane is generated in landfls,
wastewater treatment plants and coalbeds.

These

(ENS, 180302)

US Gowt, Automakers Launch Fuel Cell Plan
new effort between the US govt and the big three
automak escded ‘F reedom CAR”

yearsifnotdecades to meetis goals.

The jont research proect would everiiuialy hep o
reduce US dependence on foreign ol and end poliution
from vehicles by making hydrogen-powered vehicles
vebl e.The US secretary of eneyy sad thet the long
fem resuls of this aooperaive efiot wl be cas and
trucks that are more efiicent, cheaper to operate,
polutiorHree and competitve in showoom.

coud teke

(ET, 110109

Ethanol Use Reduces Greenhouse Gases
he renewable  Fuels Assodation (RFA)
thet according to the latest figures fom Argonne

National Laboratory the use of ethanotHblended fuels

is equivalent to removing more than 520,000 cars from

the roads, which the basic source of greenhouse gas
like carbon dioxide, methane and other gases

coribuiing  globel warrming,

announced

This redudion

(GN, 040202)

Electricity From Rice Husk
s per the estimate of the State
Government of West Bengal,
gasiiertechnaogy can produce aioial
of 465 MW electri dty. Qudts, 20
MW is supposed to be generated from
riehusk
BediialyfomicehuskaosisonyRs225perunt
H ow ever,ony36MWekedr iatyishengproduoedusing
riehusk

(ABP, 1106()



uge dumps of earth and rocks near
coal mines wil not remain a
enviomenial hezard T the suooess of a plat

proect in Chatisgarh, India. can be repested at
ahermines.

The project shows that these mine wastes can be
used for aulivaiing medianal pants. An NGO entrusied
forthiswork, has grown Ashwagandha, Kavach, Kaimegh,
Chandrachur and Adusa plants using such mine wastes.
Ashwagandha and Kavach are used in the manufacture
of gphrodisiacs, Kalmegh is used in making alopathic
medidne for malaria and Chendrachur is used as a high
proien det suppemernt.

(TO, 42®)

study conduced &t the Univ adT
thetshonsthetarpouioncanharmeventhebiood
vessals of healty humans.

oronio shows

|

The study found thet afer exposure vounieers biood
vessals in healthy lungs became constricted between wo
percentandfourpercertonave rage. Thav  essssddnat
constrict when they were exposed to ozone free and

et (ENS, 120302

hips transfer about 100n tonnes of balest water
anundihegobeeachyearinoutrealangisimpedt
ontheenvionment. According o siudy undertaken by the
Hr naiordlMar  iime Organisation (IMO) and UNDP, the
dscharge ofbelastwaierby shipshes aeaied ecological
hezacsavaiouspasaoverhevatind dnginda
Research in India have shown that a gamut of
ogansms coniained in the seawater had posed serious
threet © the exisience of the predious coral reefs of
Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep Islands. Apart
from canying goods the coearHaring cargo vessels were
also transparing bedieria, miatbes and ather foms of
micoscopcmari relifefomanegabd regonioanother.
BL BEB®)

nooniroled growth and ldk of aocess o techndogy

ae diigsore des dthe b e vege o
envionmenial colapse.

In the Chinese province of Shandong polution fom
coaHbuming electrical plants causes hundreds of
thousandsofdeathseachyeer. Thecgaddhepo
Jnan, s one of the seven most contaminaled diies in
Ching, acoording i the World Bank

Chmastewo  rl dstid kedng emiter of cabon
dioxide because of its enommous population and the
widespread use of coal in gener dngeedri
buming of aoal also rekeeses ather geses and parides
et cause seious ey amernis

dty. The

AT, 27108@)

n Asian Development Bark repart has ideniied the

proieration of shimp fams in the Sundetbars as
tebopesthestoiseniomet

The diverse vegetation of the Sunderbans forests
indudesabout 36 mangrove spedesthatprovideaunique
mix of hebiats for widie,
which incdudes  turtes,
dophins, estarne aooodies
and several speces of bids.
The extincion of several
mammalspedesinrecentimes
sgne e alaming tends in
the dedne of hio dversly in the Sunderbens caused by
ncreasing popuistion pressures, poverty and legal and
bp oerhavesing draud iesouces.

Unessugertmessuresaregkentothesivation the
bank apprehends a severe damage 1o the biodiversity of
teaea

(0 152®)

he profle of the Eurgpean Union's f low er Ecoabel
could grow dramatically under a three-year
promoational iniiaive 1 be published shortly by the
European Commission. The Ecolabel progr
o promoate the design, production, marketing and use
ofproducts, whichhave areducedernvironmentalimpact
duigtereriekegde

The commission believes

amme aims

tetthe BUsb urgeoning
hegr aedProdudPo  ligwill ‘opennew  oppor trsfo r
the European Ecolabel” rasing the progped of reduoed
xaionanecdebeledprodos Hlcersesiortheusedt

the logo have been granied for more than 350 producss.

Wihin e years, the commission werts  inaeese the

number of productg roups.  Thependossswihapeafo r
spaacrew fundstosupport t hef |ow attds fLe.

(WBN, 0302.02)

ninepatdDioou 10shppngaoanasaekadg

abxcpesiie. Ths scasgser
and en vironmental prob lems, the UNsF ood and
Aginiue Ogarsaion FAO) wa rned

Iha saiement issued, i sad the present location of
the containers was already severely contaminated and
it caled for immediaie emergency inenvenion o avod
futher conlaminaiion ofthe partandisworkers.
FAO ponied out that the plastic containers might

have sufieredacaiasiophicfalure resuing inkeslkege
fromtheconiainer. Ul emly, te pradois hed
natreceived infomration about the toxidly of the cargo
andsaf eybla  Theyhaveekenissesost
theconaminatedareas, andthe poientialforthe spread
of contamination by dustorwind has beenreduced.
FA Orecommended thatthe state of Djbouti to pursuea
‘poluter pays” approech.

ious human health

eguard

The

(AEN, 21.0202)

adutonconidlanden vionmerniglaws
nKar naaka. The Comptrollerand A
ofinda(CAG),nareport hasnaledthe Kamataka
State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB), the
Tansport  Commissioner and other State
auhaiiesforiaingbimpementpolion
and environmental laws.

areashame
uditorGenera |

/2002

(TNEE, 300302)
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Some countriesin Europe and Asia

Expers from over 100 govemments have adopted a have enacted “extended producer
set of technical guidelines for protecing human responsioity” | aws. They require
health and the environment from manufadurers or importers o colect ther H
the improper management and podosatend ofie’ andersuing sofig and
cisposal of plesicwesies. reydg

Prepared under the auspices (WBN, 03.02.02)
of the Basel convention on the
Control of the Tr ansboundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes 0 demonstr  ae the impedt of high popuaion gr owth
and Therr Disposal, adopted in on the evonment, there s no betier eample then
1989, the guidelines respond Glo rnia Thedyssaoer ingtbacoommodeteisrush
growing concern that many o rewesthrs Calora s na corsarnt weer aiss
developing countries lack the necessary legisiaion and adtsspoedediowasen
fediiies for coping wih the dramatic growth in the Ovepopuistion hes also exaced a pice in sae ar
quanity ofthesewesies. ody. Souhern Cdo rnia, where popuaion gr owhs

According to UNEPnmenydf teecoutri es, pHs concentrated, has produced the highest smog levels in
are dsposed of through open, uncontrdled buming and theUniedSaies.
bdig The polutants produced from bu rnng of (ENN, 21.0302)
pesics aoube gobely and are desdlied as possle
human carcinogens.

Govemments W siart using the new guideines o unston Chola, Cenral province minister of Zambia,
promotetheenvionmentally soundmanagementofplastic observed in Kabwe that the majory of people did
wastes. The guidelines addresses a r angeofw ase  not appreciate the importance of sustaining the
management issues such as sorting for mechanical envionmert. He regreted that the education systemin
recyding, health and safety, shppngand ansport,  zambia has failed to develop environment-minded
feedstodkrecyding compedion,energyrecoveryandiinel dms
cosel (WBN, 030202) Chola admitted that for a long time the education

system had emphasised academic excellence with
e effart i provide Sids on evionmental metiers

he pubc nerest ervonmert bwv im Earyusice to those faling out of mainstream schools. He was

called on the United Nations Commission on Human disappointed that much of the environmentwas being
Righs o pressurise US and Coombia o helt the aeridl wasted through indiscriminate charcoal buming and
application of herbiades to eradicate coca and poppy ather unsustainable methods of forestry exploiation.
plenis and use alemative methods. The fact that only a few people raise concem when

According 1o Earthiustioe, sihce the spraying began thecounry ’'sfrageen  viommentisinr inged upon,
there have been thousands of reparts of serious heath reveals that majority of people are barely
problems, destruction of food crops and livestock, knowledgeable in the matters that are indispensable
coraminaion of suf acew &, damage o surounding forthequatly ofives hesad
widemessaress, deforesaionresUiing fomihe need of (AEN, 2022)
peasants to clear forests and plant food crops on
uncontaminated lands.

The aexial spraying has drawn objedions from 141 teadyrelease of carbon dioxdeiniothe aimosphere
groups from al over the word. Earthustice says the Eathsaysanewsdenicrepat
siionpoidesadeareanpedirenkbeneente A team of Belgian researchers came to that
envionmentand humanr 5. Severedamagebthear, condusionafter using dimate models o simulate a per
waer, bdadbodv ey cassed by tegra ygs certinoressenter imaryg  reenhouse gas eachyesr,
videing vaious humen ighs. arisethey sad conadeswih curertiends.

(ENS, 150102 ) Whe gt te St te paret's spin could be
measuredoverthecourseofdecades, providinganideal
method to check the effects of civiizationHnduced

ealth and envionmental concems are growing as werming oftreward, he soerists sad
ewaste accumulatein USA. According toastudy 2 (TR 182®)
03 pounds oflead canbefound onanaveragefrom 18
mthTV  setsand computer monitors. Leadisusedinte
dassofcathode-rayiubestoshieldusersiiomexposure ccording to the World Health Organisation (WHO)
ohamiiradain over 40 percent of the global burden of disease
Consumer groups say thet figure is doser to 410 6 due  envionmental risk factors may fal on chidren
poundsandwamthatover-exposureolead candamage uderive.
kidneys, nervous and reproductive system. In industriaised as wel as developing countries,
Thefocusondscardedeledionicscomesatatime the health and wel being of chidren is threatened by
whenthegowh ofrecydngisSonngacossthe unsafe food and chemicals in household products and
USA Manuiaduress, retaiers, local and seie consumer goods.  Threemilionchidrenundertheage
govemments and consumer actvists agree of five die each year due to environmental hazards
1/7007 that relsing and reyding eedionics s and accidents.

thebestway tboopewih ewvesie. (ENS (603(2)




ver 20,000 villagers in Singida

Rural and Kisarawe districts in
Tarzanaaref acnganacuteshor e o food.
Over 10,000 vilagers in 17 vilages are now
gongwihasingle meal and singie beg of miketis

beingsodatapricetoohighforpoorpeopetoafiord
If the defict continues, the: regordl authories might
purchase food relief from the Strategic Grains
Reserves.
Whiebdkdiranisthemanourt behindthefood

prob lem in the above region, ineresingly,
5 kely b expeience ansionwde gan deftdue
untimely heawy rans duingwinier thisyear as reported
byFood Earl yW aning System (FEWS). Ther ainsand
accompanying cold wave have abruptly changed crop
production and food security prospects. Prices of
traditional grains around the country have dimbed o
levels thet the country has not seen for more then 30
years.

Maur e

(EACN, 21.02.02 & AEN, 26,02.02)

Maize to Overcome Malnutritionin Uganda
he food peaple Used to take in Uganda usuall lack
the necessary nutrients especialy for growth and

good health. Qualty Protein Maize (QPM) released in

2001 bytheNational AgricuitLral Research Organisation
(NARO)as ‘Longe5 Ba poEEH i buorosve
this proien defidency poblem.

Mexocam Scoemtosts have developed a high-protein
maize thet could prevent malnutriion among milions
of people worldwide, particularty children. Maize
breeders conducting QPM trials said the maize looks
and teses ke adinary meize but wih high nutiive
proien valbe.

Scentists informed that the QPM varieties produce
70 10 100 peroent more of two essential amino acds-

(EACN, 21.02.02)

More Protection Needed from MercuryinFish
coording to Environmental Working Group EWG), the
US Foodand Drug Adminisiration (FDA) hesfaled o
protect pregnant women and the developing foetus from
tebx ic effedsomenury.
by the agency do nat reflect the true danger posed by
maauynih
During January 2001, the FDA advised that pregnant
women and women of childbearing age should avoid
eating the four fish
] Spedes with the highest
| levesofmethyl meraury:
'| shark, swordfish, king
mackedadith
u.s. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
and the  National
Academy of Sciences
(NAS) recognises that
mercuy s a substantal
publichealth problemand
recommended
sticter standards for
alowable levels  of

merauynfh

The

much

(ENS, 01.0302)

PesicidesHitingFood Saletyinindia
estiade use has gone up by seve rdimesnte
et fewdecades, tesagf oodsafdy,  buiden

govemment is yet to put into place a welkplanned
and properly designed system for monitoring of
contaminants in f oodandf ood products.  This major
issue was discussed at a workshop on strengthening
food safety and quility systems in India, organised
by the Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll), the
mrery of Heathand F  amly W e Ifare and the Food
and Agr iculture Organisation (FA O) of the United
Nations.

A paper by a World Health Organisation (WHO)
consuiant pointed out that consumption of pesticdes
has increased from 432 metric tonnes in 1950s to
70,000 metric tonnes in 1960s. The use of pestiades
Eaves resdues inaops, arwaeradsa

Government has set standards for maximum
resdueimi; butthe responshlly ofenforangrests
wihtesaE's adminsr d@n  The Bureau of Indian
Standards also has constituted a P esticides Residues
Analysis Sectional Committee to prepare standards
foranalysis of pestidde resduesinfood. But certain
methods recommended are non-specific and there is
a need to develop standards for multiple residues for
anelyssdfd pesicdes.

(TO|, 050202)

Indian Farmersin Diemma over Food Path
ndian farmers are facing a diemma over food path.
Whie the poliical leaders in India are asking the

farmers not to grow more cereals as the govemment

cannot buy it, Food
and Agricultural

Organisation (FAQO)
and the muitolion
dollar agribiotech
industy are harping
relentlessly on the
needto produce more
food keeping the
projected  global
requirement in 2020.
Some 24,000 people die of hunger,
related diseases in the world. By the year 2015, more
than 122 mn people could succumb to hunger at the
fimes of perny. Though the wo  rHkedbsateis
World Food Summit (WFS) at Rome in 1996 reaffirmed
therightiohave access o safe and nutiious food, the
task of feeding the world has pastponed t 2040.

srv afion and

(TO, 402()

dpantspedesiumingtheriskdfedndonintenext

25 years. Pressure on the intemational community t
presenve the remaining plant genetic resources is thus
noessng.

Plant genetic diversity has shrunk rapidly as
farmers demanded more productive crops. Over
time some 10,000 plant species have been used
for human food and agriculture, but now no
more than 120 culivated species provide
90 percent of human food supplied by

s /2002

(AEN, 2003.03)
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Chiorinaied WaterCould Harm Pregnant

he frst natiormide assessment of chionation by-

produdss (CBPs) in dinking weter shows that more
than1200000womenareatelevated sk ofmiscamage or
of having chidken wih hith defeds because of CBPs in
Bow &,

CBPs are fomed when chlarine readts with organic
mater Entewes. Chr  resadbedibigpwa
microbes. Butdior ine alo readts wih aganc meter,
frompalued unofoform hammil CBPs.

The US. Envionmental Proiecion Agency (EPA) hes
esimated that CBPs cauise 9,300 cases of bladder cancer
naiorwideeve  ry yedr.

Women

tat oill

(ENS, 0901.02)

SmallDamsf ormeeing WaterNeedsofRurals
enral Arid Zone Research Insiiuie (CAZRY) Drecior

whie spesking of a naional seminer in Inda.on
Reoat T rendsn G BEngneeri rg sotetsmelszed
dams should be construcied o ensure a regular water
supply © rural areas. He stressed on developing new
tedmioues forthe consavetion of el resources.

Other representatives from CAZRI mentioned that the
modem managers of water resource systems have to
consider a large number of conficing demands on the
avaiable water supply and devise ways o tacke the
problems acoordingly.

(HT, 242

UNESCO on Managementof WaterResor  ces
NESCO Director-General has wamed that without
better management of watter resources and related

eoosysemsinothidsohumanywl

suffer from severe or moderate

shartages by 2025. Global demand for —

this predious resource hes increased Turonnn

compared wih athreeiold incease in

workd popuistion. Den norske UNESCO-
kommisjonen

23 UN agencies, the World Water

AssessmentProgr amme (W \VAP)hosedby UNESCOwil

produce the World Water Development Report, whose
itednwlbe iekesd atte Thd W o rldw ae
FauminKydo, Japan, in March 2003.
UNESCO s launching a major proedt far
Caspian Basin. Representatives of 30 Russian Federation
provincesandrepubicswiworkwithUNESCOdevelop
an inter-ciscpinary development plan © balance the
hydrological, ecdlogical and soco-econamic needs ofthe
besn  Thisholsicapproachwlbe preseriedasaunioue
exampleatthe World Summitfor Susiainable Development
pbehedindohanneshurg, South Afica,n August 2002

teV df

(AEN, 21.0302)

$90 Million Suppor tsf aSaF & Water Systems
he US. Envionmental Proieciion Agency (EPA w
gpend almost 390 o hep local ulies safeguard

thew ater systems in USA. EPA is committed 1o make

EPAwwo rkooopera tiveywhsges, trbesand

appopriaie organisations 1o further develop and
dssemreieibosandsuppatsecuy eforsat

small and medium drinking water and
wastewater systems.

/2002

ENS 21.0302)

JudiciousUseof Waer
he nine member countries of the
Niger Basin Authority (NBA) recently
metin Abuia to examine ways to ensure that “
theweters of Rver Niger and is tbuiaries are
used in an ecologically belanced way.
Nigerian President propased to think carefully
about the aument trend of prolieration of dams along
the river and is tibuiaries and the ways o keep the
Niger and iis basin healthy, ecologicaly balanoced as
wel as produdive o thet it can coninue o be the
hMewieforour pegpes.

Needs

(AEN, 19.0202)

Cean Wag f orGuatemalanfamiies
he partnership between the Guatemalan and
American Red Cross, has helped 1400 people in
the munidpalty of Camotan, one of the poorest in the
esgtafthecountr yphavesste pipedw  atersupply.
This water and sanitation project is part of the
reconstruction and developmentwork being undertaken
in Guatemala after the devastation caused by the
Hurr icane Mitch in the twentieth century. The
communities will be responsible for assuring the
distrioution ofweter and mainiaining the pping.
(IFRCRCS, 16.01.02)

$326MllonA  wards f olocd WalerPr et
assachusetts Governor has recently awarded
$326mn far  bcawaerpgess. TheClean W &
State Revolving Fund (SRF) will provide $208mn in
financing for 77 construction and planning projects
aimed at eliminating combined sewer overflows,
upgrading wastewater treatment fadiiies, extending
sewers and developing long term wastewater
management plans.

An addiional $118mn in loans from the Drinking
Water SRF wil finance 28 drinking water treatment,

& ageand dstri buion prgedss aaoss the sae. The
SRF programmes wil offer municipaliies the resources
needed to ensure a clean, abundant supply of water
and provide responsible wastewater management.
(ENS, 09.01.02)

Arsenic FoundinFoodgrains

ta aonierence at Dhelg, regordl represeriaives of

FAO has wa r nedihetasencoonaminaionisigkdg

pece infood gais ke fioe, wheat and vegeihies ke
potaioes, arum, green papayaandradishinarsenic pone
areas of West Bengal and Bangladesh.

After testing 15000 diff erent samples of paddy,
wheat and other v egetabks, FAO has found thet the
arsenic contamination has reached to a dangerous
level. Independent tests carried out by Jadavpur
Univ esy,Cor v edy, DhakaUnv edy, CSIRO
dAur daadFAO haveari ved at the same resuit
that maximum amount of arsenic is deposited in rice
husk and arum.

Canying out a field sunvey in Kolsur vilage in
Degangablodk twesdeteced thatinevery kdlogramof
rice husk 1900 microgram of arsenic was present.
Althoughdomesticanimalsiike consconsumethishusk,
tideenoarsenichesbeenf oundnpuemk How eve r,
arsenic has been found in mik supplied by mikmen,
which means the water that is being used to adulterate
mik has alaming level of arsenic contamination.

(ABR, 801@)



Sustainable homes
fortnightly Sustainable Househalds
couecaked Save Money And The
Environment From Y our Home wil start at
Mairehau High School at New Zealand. The aim
ofthe programme isto teach people how o care for
theermonmentandiveahealhyliestyleatthesame
e
Itis quiie essy D reduce the amourt of chemicals we
L2 i ar hames, fore@k, it s posshie 0 repbce
baking soda, and vinegar. ffmeny people make
changes, animpactcan be fet by adions suchas buying
Sustainable Households is a joint project between
eight local and regional autharities, including the
Christchurch Cy Coundand En vionment Canterbu ~ ry.
It receives finendiel beddng flom the Minser for the
E nvionment's Sustainable Management Fund.
(TCE 203®)

I ittle

nanefatomprovesaniaiovark heBLopeanUnon

(BY) in colaboration wih the Liberia Water & Sewer
Cor poraion (L WSC) distri  buted an assor
equipment 1o help resdents of Monrovia improve ther
environment

The items induded whee! bamows, shovels, rakes,

pasichons mouhandnosepoiedors ines iBperues
and cutasses  be used by resderts of Lynch Stret,
Sonwien, Clara Town and ather parts of
iems are pimarly intended for the drainage system
which is in bad condiion and needed urgent sevice.

tment of

MonoviaThe

(AEN, 080302)

Saniaiionand Shelerf a Vocano Vidims
he American Refugee Committee (ARC), a
humaniarian aid aganisaion besed in Minneapas,

evecuatedissiafffomthe DemoaaticRepubicofCongo

(DRC) after a volcano erupted neartly and is assessing

w aysicanhepvidmsditedsesr.

ARC staff on the ground reported that tens of
thousands of people are fleeing into Rwanda to escape
lava from the volcano, which erupted near the eastem
town of Goma.

ARC Interim Executive Diredior expressed hope thet
they can expand therr operations in Rwanda o provide
food, Seeraraherbesc necessiess btre vidns of
tedt. Some dfthe peope feeig e v
betansienedivtheKizbareiugeecampneartheeasem
side of Lake Kivu in Rwanda, where ARC recently began

daowl

povdgsr  viossindudgw &, sremadses.
(ENS, 1701.02)
Radon Tesiglr gedfaAU .S Homes

S Envionmenial Protection Agency (EPA) has urged
Amarcans biesttherhomesforindoarradonges.
Radon,aradoedie productofheelementradum s
invisie and odoress and ooours in sal, rodk and waker
agossthecountry. Athoughhar messwhendiuiedinthe
geenar,  radon can pose a ser ious health threet when
burss of energy thet can damage the DNA nlung issue
overimeandleedblung cancer.
Although some areas of the country have naturally
hgar  adonlev  esthanahes, the EPA
everyone test because isolated radon hat spots can

recommends

ocoor an  ywhere. The EPA  also recommends testing in
schools, work places, community centers and other
buildings where people spend long periods of time.
Radontestkits, soldathomeimprovementandhardware
siores, are easy 1o use and provide accurate readings
of home radon levels. (ENS, 1801.(2)
HUD Funds Lead Cleanupin Subsidised Housing
he Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) of USA is offering about $10mn
o more than a thousand communies across the country
1 heb proect chidren fiom the dangers of eed. The
asssanespartafHUD's s trategy to help comm uis
comply wih the nation's new Lead Saf ety Reguiation
HUD wl provide staies and local govemments up o
$150foreachhousnguntdesreddfieadhezards.
developmenss that were bulk before 1978, the year lead
based paintwas banned far leterHue.

HUD's

Thefurdswl

hepdefiaytheaostofdearanceiesing-theprooessusad
10 ensure that deanup work wes done properly and
dedare housing leed sale.
(ENS 130202)

Susiainable Shelerandindia
nio housgineckq ecyshigdy Hathebd o
low income groups and mare so with confnuous fise n

tfoorer ubrebve I's. Thsnecessiaiestheuse

of appropriate and oost effedive edndogies in house

consiudion

Housing needs can be seggregated ino wo difierent
dusiers,namelyhousingforurbanpopaiationandhousing
for ual populsion. As the prades assoceied in bah
these dusers are diferert, they are being looked at
separ a&y. Housing need for uten populaion caks fo r
high degree of resource efficiency and resource
conserv dnnaesske w &, emy, ewbru ral
popuision are cononied wih the problens ke ledk of
weter wihin therr premises, saniiation and energy for
genera use and cooking.

The Building Centre Movement undertaken by the
govermment for utiisation of the human resource from
the community
with approprite
em-powerment
and enablement
to evolve and
aonibueshder
sdbyessy
utiising appro-
pristetecnoogy
n te b
context. It hes
also helped in
house construc-
tn progr ammes with people’s par
upgradation of sl levels of the local construcion
workers.

Over 45,000 construction workers have been given
edrdoges i now. Over35b
were set up al over India. About 15 0 40
percent savings were achieved over the
convertional costs.

uldng certres
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Highiniake ofmeat, mikinkedtocancer
eoplewhoeatmeatdaden diethave moetantri de
the average risk of esophageal cancer and double
ter sk of stomach cancer, US researchers recenty
reported.
The repatt. adds o severd sudes that ik esing
mest, especially red meat such as beef with certain
cancers. Colon cancer has
been the most strongly

Pegewhoaeaktdf
dairy products, and also
eddbegabtdmed,
hed doube the ik of bah
cancers, researchers
reported in the January
issue of the American
JourdfGcaNLn

Meanwhile, high daily
dosesdfdcaadmay | oweater  kofsomach canoer,
according 1o a study in Beagles conducted by Chinese
researdhars Defdencyinfocaad, avenn Bioudin
oranges, grains and leay greens is known 1o increase
GAoerik

(CQUTSherdll)

Wedh yWomenha e Wa seBod yima ge
Aooud’gbreseadllfermeale'tmaeaife
moe key awomen s 10 be dssaisied win her

body w eght regadessatherown income. The research
looked at a random sample of 895 women in Canada,
aged between 25 and 56.

The study found women of average weight, who ived
in areas of above average afiuence, were more then 70
percert kely © be dssatisied wih ther body imege.
Howewe, t reyweealyBpacataske
wayfiheyhednanaeadfaerageaience acooting
arepotinthe Jounal of Epdemiclogy and Communiy
Hedh

An ovevweight woman was 89 percent as ikely to be
desaiedwihhenveghifshebednanareaddoe
aeage dibence, whie only 71percent as kely b ed
eweyishehednanareadbeonvaeagealence
levels of dissatisfaction compared to those in less
developed counties.

Iyt ofedts

(BBC 1202(2)

Affiuence Leading to Unsustainable Consumytion
00mn consumers in affluent nations have been joined
by 800mn new consumers in developing and
tandirereiors. Thesenew consumersienoy
ditrerafiuence herewlbeamatedyadverseimpact
onthe emvionment
Since 1950 the global economy has nearly quintupled.
The corsunpion ofgain, besf weker hes al butided,
while paper consumption has r isen six imes.
combusionoffosd fues hes goan neaty fourald, and
carbon emissions likewise. Some of these like
consumptionofw  aerandpeper, coudbecomesustainabl e
through gregier recyding, butmuch ofthe rest carnatbe
made sustainable with current and foreseeable
techndoges.  Thee 5 mhirg  nrinscaywiagnih
affluent communities consuming a large
percentage of natural resources, provided
/2002

te fu its

The

these resources remain plentul and can
berecyded

P er-capitaconsumptionwo ridnide
has increased by 3 percent per year

during the past quer eaary. hive,
according to conservative estimates, I 3
consumptionisexpeded bincease by atleast

2 percent per year. If gobal population reaches
11bnpeople by 2100, total consumptionwould expand
15 times and if it is 6bn by 2100, consumption would
inceese 841mes.

Eventhislowerlevel ofconsumpiionincreasewouid
prove unsustainable given the available stodks of norn-
renewable natural  resources and Eart
capacity to absorb pollution among other forms of

waste. (hipsisd calsusprodhewoonsumers him)

BangaSlaps  TaxesonlLwar yGoodsimpor ts
angladesh has impased duties ranging between 10
and 25 peroert on imports of a range of ury and
nonessertial goods, a
ooermentdicasad
Duteswerehkedon
Dievsidog
iokties, alice
ey, t oys, caamic
products and imitation
jewéley Thenewe \es
aenaddno 537
paeat h et fr tee
s
An diical of the National Board of RevenLe sad he
duties have been impased to stop misuse of foreign
exchange and ease pressure on the resenves.

Affluence

Hs imited

(QUTSHerd )

Population Pressures on De
Emir onment
ccording to a new report of the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFP Awo rl dssddopaae

areusngmorediteeart Hsresourcesthane vebefae.
Unless signiicant action s taken, the dameage o the
envionmerntwlonlyinceaseastrewo
corinuesiogr ow . lispgeasdtetby
whave 93bnpeope.  The popuiation of the wo
poorest counties wil be 1.86 bn in 2080. Increasing
afluence, especaly in developed counties, hesled o
ashap rise in consumption.

U N F PA estimates that a chid born today inan
industrialised countrywil add more to consumptionand
poluion over his ar her lieime then 300 50 dhiden
bom in developing countries. At the same tme, an
increasing population in developing countries will
require a major increase in food production and wil
keadbthefutheroveruse of aleedy fiagie ok,

The repart pornis out thet around o billon peaple
areadylck  food securi  ty,whew  ater suppies and
agricutural lands are under increasing pressure.
Undean water and poor saniation presertty kil over
12 nm people each year whie arr polution ks nearly
treenmin

U N F PAestimatesthatby2050,42bnpecpevdbe
Mynaour iesthat cannatmeet peape’'s
needs.

Toaddresstheseconcerns, UNPFAcH
actions that include the empowerment of women,

velopment and

rl dspopuiation
2060,thewo  rld
rl ds

celybesc
fa geic

(wwwyjohannesb  ugag)



MisieadingorComparaiive!
coodng o Ofice dfFFa ir Tr adngin

Europe, an advertsement s sad ©
be miskeading if i deceives or s kely D
deceive its audience and affect their economic
decisiorHmaking. Trsaogsithrnms s
likeypherma competitor.

An advertisement can be deceptive in various ways,
for eample, f t conains a fakse saiement o fd,
conoeals or leaves outimporiant fads pomises o do
something bt there is no infention of canying i ok
geaiing afalse mpresson

Onthe aherhand, an adverisementis comparainve i
toeriesaha iy abymdemacopdora
thergoodsarser viess. Thsknddfadve rég
bt oy f t 5B md meedg ad

5 dwa

The CAFE program was oniginally inroduced in 1975
asaconsavation measure butithas yetto demonstrably
reduce gasoine consumption. According to a National
Academy of Saences reportin 2001, the cunertprogram

aleadyids1,300-2600peapecachy ear. f te sadhacs
weer asdtentey ak elybecomeeven  deader.
(wwwieag 1320

GOlniiiveonAdverising
nder Chapier 4 of Agenda 21 of the Rio Earth Summit
for ‘feinforcing values that support susiaineble

consumptor ismentionedihetgovernmenisandprivaie-

sector organisations should promote more positive

atfitudes towards sustainable consumption through

education, public awareness

programmes and other means,

messs the dloning condiions:

¢ it compares goods or
srviesona like-fake
e I

+ it objectively compares AN
representative features of )
those goods and services,

¢ tdoesnataeae conuson
n the malket regading the
derilydfhead\efserand
its competitors including
matters such as competing

such as posive advertsng of
podudsandsenvoestretuise
] environmentally sound
technologies or encourage
sustainable production and
3 consumption patiems.

= TheGovemmentofindiahave
v been responshble for promoting
Y pasiveadvertisemenisonissues
such as conserv ~ dondw &,
: prevention of arr polution,
' consavalion of aulomoble g,
e On the cacasondf

trademarks, trade names,

goods or sevoes
*  idoesmaeqatherpusndatecemak tece

reme, e, dacompeir ardtepaee dfagn o

competing products
*  tdoesnatpresentgoods or sevices asimidions o

replicas of goods or senvices bearing a protected

trademark or rade name.
Whenacomparaiveadverisementrefersivaspecelofier
t must aso inducke furher informetion in a dear and
unequiv ccaway.  Thisindudesthedaeanwhichthedfe r
endsardtheperiodduingwhichihespedalaierapples

(wwwapvig

SuFkda et ThreeUSCigarette Major s
mokers fiom the Uniied Staies hied severd vwers
piesitagasthreemgragaetiemenaling

companies on the ground of cheating consumers with

‘hekedng ifo rmaton.”

The consumers alleged that three companies, Philip

Mossis, Brown and Wiliamson Corporation and R J

Reynolds have been misleading consumers through

their advertisements campaigning that cigarettes

mantiedured by themare htl  andooarskesstr.

(ABR, 26080

New Fuel Economy Ad Campaign Misleading
new radio ad campaign of the Corporate Average
Fuel Economy (CAFE) programthat features Robert
Rediord is said to be making some highly questionable
clams. The adve tisement daims that higher fuel
economy standards would give “safer and more fuek

efEtas.

Fatddiay, camakeshave hedbesi a thar
sdesolagercasandiodonnszechermodels Asbrger
casaemoeqaswatythensrelercasnpracicaly
eayackEmnnooe terestsmoe highway deaths.

NedTar  ismDay (Januerys

2002 the Depar  matd Tarsm
hascomeupwihanadve rearet &REh NoRa &’

The ad asks conrsumers o be “Eodiiendy’ and ieke a
peed  ‘Use anyreoyded peperfar ey mue
paythene begs, use alemate energy wherever possbe,
dsposedigategenaresponsble manner, eydew &
by adopiing teaimert systems, conserve anmal and bid
e n our suroundings, enoourage planing and geening
denviomertadoptehncadhiedureandiocameieid
for construction, generate employment for local
communities, limit deforestation with no open fires,
enoourage spreed of sspings of ocal plars, leave canp-
Ses deen, keep bocal weler deen kave pris aren
tarauahehiaespediocaa uesanduserenyded
handmade paper far pub Byrreeri a”
(TO, 2501®)

TeaBoar d ThreatensAciona gainstSaltCompan
he Tea Board, a satuory body under the Union
Commerce Ministry of India, has threatened action

against Kunver Ay Foods Limied f e ltier dd nat

change the wordings of its adverisement campeign for

pomdingis Dand baddst
KunvarAjay Foods advertisementsuggestsconsumers

0 aut expendire on tea purcheses in oder o buy ad

consumeDandibr  addst Teaboardhasmedeitdear

othecompanyto'immediaiely deetethe diendngwords

fomthe adverisement soas nat o putiea.or any oher

pooluataobad/armeardipaiadalberrmsd
Besides,  takding up the matier wih the company;

te Tea Board has also taken it up with the

Adverising Sandards Cound Of India asking

themtoiakeadionagainstKunvarAgyFoods

underthe preiex tof ‘Ufa irtradepr ade. ”
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he lbooming weier aiss s ane of the most aiical

ddlegesf aogtewo rduoday.
forthis precious resource hes inareased more than six
fold over the past century compared with a threefold
increaseinworid population. Withoutbettermanagement
of water resources and related ecosystems, wo+hirds
of humanity will suffer from severe or moderate
shortegesby tey ear2025. Thsy ear the theme fo r
World Water Day was Water for Development.

To commemor ate the occasion, CUTS-Centre fo r
Sustainable Production and Consumption (CSPAC)
organised a panel discussion on March 22, 2002 tiled

Global demand

Thededneingroundweterlevels
had a severe negative effect on
bov  ed. khesaoady esyd
theli fedanmelsdueohescadyof
Arsenic contamination in \West Bengal, already
a major problem has been fuelled by declining
levesdg roundw a. RecetsdiEessnasec
affected blodks have shoan that around 64 tonnes of
arsenic is being deposited in the famiands in these
aress. As a resutt, crops that are being groan here,
including paddy, wheat andv  egetab kske
potatoesandradish, have alsoshownadangerouslevel
of arsenic coniamination in them.

oced Watch

odder.

papaya,

“Management of Suf ~ ace W ashW  estBengal”  The The paneldiscussion pointedoutthe needforurgent
objedive of the discussion wes 1o sensiise media on action by the govemment to start managing water
theabovelssueandivfocusonthesuooessandiaiures resources sustainably andlookinto he various aspects
of management of surface water in West Bengal. of propermanagementofsurf acew &. Journeissiom
Aunabha Majumdar of Al India InstiLte of Hygiene various media and NGOs working on environmental
and Public Health spoke about the problems with issues and academia participated in the above
underground water in West Bengal. Kalyan Rudra, discussion. Dipankar Dey,  Drecr, CUTS CSPAC,
Vising Ledurer, Vidy asagar Univ  ersly spoke on the chaired the session.
success and faiures inmanagement of surface waterin
West Bengal.
According to statistics of the state imigation UTS CSPAC par tdpaed n an ev et iid
department the per capia avalabiy of weter in West “Contference on Meeting Challenges in Change-over
Bengal has gone down from 5,608 cubic metres in 1951 ioBodogcalRefigeraiion’ onShiehMarchatNewDehi
0 1,839 cubic metres in 2001 In 2011, the per capia pmakiheendofthefistphasecihte HDECORproect
avalshity of weter s lkely go down 10 1579 aubic The conference, dvided Info seven sessons, namely
metres if the same consumption pattem is followed. Montreal Protocol, challenges and Responses, CFC
Arunabha Majumder suggested that the fammers could (Chlorofiuoro Carbon) phiase out from RAC (Refrigeration
be taught © purify the sored ranneter for dinking by andAr-condionng)sedorand Teddogyr ade  under
fiing icthrough pebbles and sand. the Mortreal Prooadl pay.
I hed the gpportunty © see your pubication entited We, American Bureau of Shipping, are one
“Greening the Lead Acid Battery Sector: Structure, of the leading wordwide Ship Classiication
Problems and Needs.  "Thsbave ry useil meteri dfor  Sooely nvoved in Saiety and Catiication of
mess anareness nthis area May | kindy requestyou o Ocean-going Ships and Mar rehdary. W erequest
serdmeahadaopyditispubicaionforouriomaion youbkindyregsierourmame foryourupdaies.
D. Mazumdar
Dr.DB. Brda Surveyor
Asssart Seaeiay American Bureau of Shipping
CenrdP  auin Caid Boad (0z07 27701
Deihh
Thesniheiaecepyouadvaisementnyour aely
Please et me knowwhether you have any repart enitied newsietter' FEooConsumer"4/2001 (Oct- Dec)aboutareport
‘GreenAdve rtisrgAetey Tdg teTr u? If opese “Quest For a Better Ervironment” pubished by you. We
ketme knowhowto getacopy ofthe same. wishibputheseacopy dthesame Weshdlbegraieiu
Karabi Basu ifyou coud ket us know how the procedure of purchesing
Research Assisart; Certte for Socal Markets tegmt
Caus ok
Ramany. Na
Asdtlbain
Therkyouforanineresing ssue of Chepier 4 National Centre for Human Setierments & Erviionment
By da
OeEi kvtvin
Mgty of Corsumer Afdis
Oslo, Norway Iwak on s3es of iodcs and weee i ked your eel
posing and woud ke o be onyour & Peese e
know how o subsor ibe EcoConsumer.
Thark you for your infomaiion. | hope o recele
arhinteiteaswel Atebest Bherat Chatived
Dreaor
(/7007 AP Gautam Chirtan Ervironmerttal research and Action Group .
NICU, Nepal New Deh indka




“Intelectual Property Rights:
Unleashing the knowledge
Economy”
The book byRrab uddha Ganguly;s
address key issues in IPR and its impact on
emerging inter neirel rade. Wih Tr
Intelectiual Property Rights (TRIPS) as the badkbone,
the book provides business
pergoedives of IPR rebied ssLes,
0 eneble coporations in daring
ter agerssird igedoiss o
busness gowh Richly istiaied
wihapshoadfcasesides e
book uravess the complexies of
the knowledge economy and
explores in a practical way the
mechanisms of the patent system.

The book gives business
perspedhvesapaershessuedt

. s o
aswel as coniding dher use ormisLe of peiers &
; ik . i
olery, which has been a major issue of debate and
disoussion. Informaiion technology forms the essence of
terew kno wledge economy. The chapeer on proieding
- e T
vauebe  fomtspaidew.

The book offers a comprehensive reference source,
which can be widdly used by researchers industralss,
knowledge economists, lawyers and wide range of

cesiyedp

ade Related

INTELLECTUAL
ProrerTY

RiceTs

miom by e e 1=

“T owar dssustainab  le household consumption?
TrendsandP  oliciesinOECD Countries”

The changing unsustainable consumption pattems is
auddforachieving the goal of Susaneble development

Inthe pes; here hesbeenalbdkdfundersandng ofhe

consumption pattems and the

divesbehndthem
The  report
sustainable household
consumption? T rends and
P olicies in OECD Countr es’
published by OECD
Environment Directorate is
about the day+o-day adions of
households in OECD countries
andisafiecontheerMonment
It provides a comprehensive

Tiem =i Hosivraide
Hurrirslrakl
1 TR

2

“Tow ards

analysis of household
consumpiion pettems in fve key areas: food, tourism-
eedrav €, energy,w ater and waste gener an

brings together the various elements of household
consumption that are necessary t better understand
consumption trends and to identify the best policy
options towards sustainable consumption.

The book provides a palicy framework and general
polcy gudeines 1 pomoe Susianatle consumpion. it
arsalyses the efiediveness of difierent types of polcy
i rEruments (reguistory; economic, SoE)hilbedy
of instuments for promoting more sustainable

communiies who are interested i the area of wealth consumption.
arestion though Proper IPR protecion ofknonkedge. Formarenomnaionaboutheabovepubicaionvist
PubkedB;  TataMcGraw H hitpmmwy oecdorgen viconsumption
Multiateral En Vv onmental Agreements, Thereportexaminesthe
Trade and De  velopment lssleandP & y [ of oo o =
. . . echnology and financi

Options Concerning Compliance and terseraswelascapedly ST
Enforcement bubingasanaemaived P
The trade versus environment debete is highly complex trade measures in
and a rapidly evolving one. Better environmental mulilateral ervironmental
reguetion &t both the nefional and globel levels couid agreements to improve i,
reduce trade-ervironment tensions. compliance and = - r—a

ThssLdyby EricNeumaye rleduerdEn vionment enforcement in developing = =L f
and Development, London School of Economics and oounies. = -
P dical Scence, UK Highighstetfor temgori  tyof The research findings
developing countries, failure to comply with draw lessons from various —

envionmenial obligations stems from ladk of technical

and financial capacity. Theref oetepo  vEosfo r
finandal and techndlogy transfer within the: relevant

MEAs are crucial in ensuring the success of the MEAS

in meeting the agreed objeciives.

positive and negative

measures used for compliance and enforcement, and
suggest how policy measures can be reformed and
reorganised to address the negotiating recuirements
indeaing wih such issues infuiLre.
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