


CUTS INTERNATIONAL

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED DRAFT REGULATIONS  THE WEST BENGAL ELECTRICITY REGULATORY 
COMMISSION (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) REGULATIONS, 2012

Clause 4.1 (vi) should be modified to read as  “The distribution licensee shall pay interest on cash security 
deposit equivalent to 6% per annum. Such interest shall be computed annually and added to the security deposit 
held against the consumer's account as long as the security deposit thus held is less than or equal to the amount 
of required security deposit. The excess interest amount shall be annually refunded / adjusted to the consumer 
in the event, the security deposit amount is already sufficient or becomes sufficient, in the billing month of May 
of each year. The non-refund or non-adjustment of the interest on security deposit to eligible consumer 
accordingly shall attract interest @ 10% per annum in addition to other penalties etc. as per the provisions of the 
Act and Regulations”.

Clause 4.1 (vii) should be modified to read as - Security deposit for temporary supply shall be based on the 
estimated quantum of consumption and the rate of tariff applicable for the purpose for which the temporary 
connection will be used, in accordance with the relevant tariff order of the Commission, which is in force for the 
time being. Such security deposit shall be paid in cash or demand draft or banker's cheque as will be decided by 
the licensee in advance before providing the supply. 

With reference to Clause 4.1 (x) our recommendation is to add the following  "If the licensees, at any time, have 
to collect/ recover Security Deposits of more than one past year, the due/ insufficient amount should be 
recovered from the consumer in a number of installments, not less than six at the tariff rate prevailing then, 
instead of collecting at a time at the current tariff rate ". 

The detailed procedure for applying for a temporary supply given under the earlier regulation number 22 Clause 
10 vide notification number WB/DTP/Pt.I/CPS/2005/6057 dated 28.09.2005, should be retained or an 
appropriate amended version be included. 

With reference to Clause 14, it should be modified as -  “If any applicant / intending consumer / consumer 
submits any application for new connection(s) with the intention of splitting the load to obtain the benefit of 
lower charges or furnishes wrong / inaccurate / false statements, his application would be liable to be rejected 
under the provision of the Act, or the Regulations made thereunder. A report of such intention has to be 
provided to the applicant by the licensee after the inspection. No connection charges are to be taken from the 
applicant before such inspection reports are finalized and sent to the applicant”. 
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