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Cyber Safe East India – Workshops on
Cyber Security for E-Businesses

W

ith support from the US Consulate, Kolkata, CUTS International is implementing
a “Cyber Safe East India - Workshops on Cyber Security for E-Businesses” project.
The project aims to identify the cyber-security needs of MSMEs based on the
understanding of their usage of digital technology; assess challenges faced by them;
design appropriate strategies to help them; capacitate them to effectively use cybersecurity tools and showcase best practices so that they can safely navigate the
cyberspace. Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), is the
knowledge partner of CUTS in this project. CUTS is also working on a compendium on
“Good Practices” as a project output document.
The US Consulate General Kolkata and CUTS International were helping Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) to equip themselves to identify, counter cybersecurity threats and become more cyber resilient. To this objective US Consulate
General Kolkata and CUTS International collaborated with MSME-Development
Institute – Patna, Ranchi and Guwahati, Centre for Development of Advanced
Computing (C-DAC), Patna organised a day-long training workshop in three consecutive
cities. Approximately 35-40 participants participated from various MSME units (viz.
Manufacturing and Service sector) from the respective cities. The experts from C-DAC
and one US expert briefed about the technological advancements, good practices and
challenges in the future. With growing digitisation worldwide, more and more
businesses are shifting online and there has been an increasing rise in cybercrimes
and cyber threats. “Q and A” sessions had made all the workshops interactive.
In continuation of three successful capacity-building workshops, Bihar Industries
Association (BIA) collaborates with The US Consulate General Kolkata and CUTS
International in association with MSME-Development Institute – Patna, Centre for
Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) organised an awareness generation
programme on the subject for their members. Experts from C-DAC and the National
Institute of Electronics & Information Technology, Patna, explained the importance of
increasing new forms and threats of cybercrime and avoiding those dangers to make
the general public on this subject, especially entrepreneurs, traders associated with
the industry and commerce sector.
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Workshop on Cyber Security for E-Business at Bihar, Patna on September 16, 2021
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Just Transition in the Indian Power Sector:
Focus on Rajasthan & West Bengal

A

shift from fossil-based power generation to renewables is bound to have significant
socioeconomic consequences for the ecosystem. People’s livelihood depends on
the thermal power generation value chain. Similarly, the expedited process of installing
renewable capacity through solar-based, wind-based, or other non-conventional
energy-based power plants will impact several allied stakeholders. For instance, it will
impact the community living on and around the land utilised to construct such renewable
energy projects by affecting their habitat and livelihood.
In this context, CUTS has been undertaking a state-wide study of assessing the
readiness of Rajasthan and West Bengal and development partner SED for this transition.
The objective of this Seed Community Meeting is to bring together perspectives of
stakeholders directly or indirectly impacted by this transition, i.e. communities and
representatives from conventional and renewable power generation plants, coal mining
industry, mine-dependent communities, academia, CSOs and government to assess
the social, environmental and economic impacts of renewable energy transition in
power generation sectors.

Seed Community Meeting: Rajasthan:
Enabling Just Transition in India’s Power Generation Sector on November 12, 2021

Under this project in phases, field visits have been conducted in three districts (viz.
Bankura, Purulia, Paschim Burdwan). During these visits, respective teams have covered
multiple thermal power plants, coal mines, allied industries to the thermal power
plant and solar power projects and also met with different government officials,
local community of Santaldih Thermal Power Station, DPL, Borjora Coal mine,
Gangaramchak Coal Mine, DPL Solar project, Captive Power Plant etc. for insights.
Covered places like Hydro-Electric Power plants of West Bengal and Rammam Hydro
Project, Teesta-Canal Fall hydro project, Little Rangit Hydro Project, Jaldhaka Hydel,
Mungpong Hydel and the oldest Hydro-Electric plant of Asia Sidrapong Hydro project.
During the tenure, the team met several government officials, local community
and academicians. Fields of Chhattisgarh have been visited to cover Rajasthan thermal
power plants’ mining source and visited the Korba coal mines. As the Bandel Thermal
Power station is crawling towards phasing out, the view and plans of the government
officials were captured. CSR and other community development activities undertaken
by BTPS were also covered. During the period, seed communities were formed in
Rajasthan and West Bengal.
Two seed community meetings have been organised in Rajasthan and West Bengal.
A briefing paper titled “Coal Mining Closure and Just Transition in Energy Sector” was
also prepared. A digital story is in the pre-production stage to disseminate the project
findings.
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Trans-boundary Rivers of South Asia (TROSA)

T

he Transboundary Rivers of South Asia (TROSA) is a five-year regional
programme supported by the Government of Sweden. The project has been
jointly implemented by Oxfam and its partners in Nepal, India, Bangladesh and
Mayanmar to understand and address the challenges related to transboundary
rivers and work together to create conditions to reduce poverty of communities
living in the Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna and the Salween river basins.
Government policies and practices in water resources management are more
inclusive of community concerns and meet national and international standards.
Practices of the private sector regarding community access to water resources
actively contribute to reducing conflict. In this context, CUTS has conducted five
Nadi Baitak’s at different parts of Tripura (viz. Feni, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Manu)
in different seasons to understand the seasonal impact and/or implications of
these rivers in the ecosystem. A video documentary has been made to disseminate
the scenario forward.

Fishermen from Udaipur, Tripura,
Trans-boundary Rivers of South Asia (TROSA)

Support for women journalists in
countering mis/disinformation
in the Indo- Pacific region

C

UTS International, with the support from US Consulate, Kolkata and in
partnership with East-West Centre, Washington DC, South Asian Women in
Media (SAWM) and SeeBoundless from US to train women journalists from the
Indo Pacific Region on several aspects of Information asymmetry, including
Disinformation, Misinformation, Fake News, Deep Fakes, etc. that are posing a
significant threat to the lives and careers of the Women Journalists in particular.
This will also aim to ensure stability in the Indo-Pacific region by developing a
strong collaborative network of women journalists.
Identified and approached participants from across the Indo Pacific region
and participated from India, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Singapore and Indonesia.
The project kick-off meeting was successfully organised on December 09, 2021.
Journalists across the BBIN countries, Sri Lanka and Singapore, participated in
the meeting.

3

Building Resilience of Mountain Women
Traders of the Hindu Kush Himalayas

T

rade continues to be an engine to economic growth and poverty reduction in the
Transboundary Landscapes of the Hindu Kush Himalayan (HKH) region. The member
countries, tied with shared ecological, hydrological, historical and socioeconomic
features, have pursued and strengthened formal and informal trade relations.
Trade-in services, particularly tourism/hospitality, are a sector wherein Transboundary Landscapes have got advantage due to national parks, wildlife sanctuaries,
religious/sacred places, and heritage. However, due to the COVID-19 outbreak, these
sectors have been adversely hit. Also, the repercussions have severely affected the
vulnerable communities in these fragile ecosystems.
In collaboration with International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD), CUTS has implemented a pilot project titled ”Strengthening the Role of
Women in the Transboundary Landscapes of the Hindu Kush Himalayan Region: Building
resilience to shocks and vulnerabilities” in the Kanchenjunga landscape. Two capacity
building workshops have been conducted (One in Siliguri, India, and one in Ilam in East
Nepal) for the women trader/entrepreneurs associations, self-help groups (SHGs), on
digital literacy, and financial literacy in collaboration with the Federation of Woman
Entrepreneurs Associations of Nepal (FWEAN) and FOCIN, North Bengal.

Capacity building workshop in Siliguri:
Strengthening the Role of Women in the Trans-boundary Landscapes of the Hindu Kush
Himalayan Region
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REPRESENTATION

• Bijaya Roy attended the webinar entitled “Impact of the Myanmar crisis on
North-East India” organised by Asian Confluence in collaboration with Delhi
Policy Group on June 17, 2021.
• Sandeep Chattopadhyay and Bijaya Roy attended the online session of Bengal
Economic e-conclave 2021 on the topic “Bengal after Election 2021: What Lies
Beneath – what lies ahead” on June 25-26, 2021.
• Sandeep Chattopadhyay attended a two-week “CSE online training course”
organisd by the Clean Air and Sustainable Mobility Programme, Centre of
Science and Environment, on August 1-14, 2021.
• Arnab Ganguly, Sayandeep Chattopadhyay and Bijaya Roy attended a three-day
training programme on Global logistics and trade documentation organised by
The Bengal Chamber and IIFT.
• Sandeep Chattopadhyay and Bijaya Roy participated in a webinar titled
“Free Trade Zones: How to Combat Illicit Trade and Counterfeiting” organised
by International Trademark Association and World Free Zone Organisations on
September 08, 2021.
• Arnab Ganguly, Sucharita Bhattacharjee, Trinayani Sen, Amrita Sengupta and
Bijaya Roy participated in a webinar entitled Public Forum 2021 — “Trade
Beyond COVID-19: Building Resilience” organised by World Trade Organisation
from September 28, 2021-October 01, 2021.
• Arnab Ganguly, Sucharita Bhattacharjee, Trinayani Sen, Subham Ghosh, Amrita
Sengupta, and Bijaya Roy participated in ”East India Summit Eastern Region”
organised by the Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) from September 28,
2021-October 07, 2021.
• Sucharita Bhattacharjee, Amrita Sengupta and Trinayani Sen participated in the
“Sustainability Week: Countdown to COP26” webinar organised by The
Economists on October 06, 2021.
• Arnab Ganguly, Sucharita Bhattacharjee and Trinayani Sen had attended various
sessions organised as part of the Indo-Pacific Business Forum from October 2829, 2021.
• Sucharita Bhattacharjee, Bijaya Roy, Amrita Sengupta and Trinayani Sen
attended various sessions organised as part of the World Investment Forum
from October 18-22, 2021.
• Bijaya Roy attended a training and capacity-building programme titled “Bay of
Bengal Regional Trade and Connectivity Capacity Building Program for India”
organised by the South Asian Network on Economic Modelling (SANEM) with
support from US Agency for International Development and US Department of
State under the project Cross-Border Infrastructure and Connectivity project.
The course will conclude on August 09, 2022.
• Amrita Sengupta attended a panel discussion on Accelerating Electric Mobility
with Green Jobs and Gender Parity organised by Bengal Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (BCC&I) on November 10, 2021.
• Trinayani Sen attended the webinar titled “Creating regional-level institutions
for efficient and sustainable Cross Border Energy Trade (CBET) in South Asia”
on December 08, 2021.
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